HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
foreign ports with cargoes of British goods can more
easily find return cargoes of goods for Great Britain
than was the case formerly, with the result that they
can be run more profitably.
We could form a really accurate and complete
picture of the present position of British merchant
shipping only if we were able to discover how much of
the total trade of the world is still carried in British
ships. However, there are no such statistics available.
The backbone of British shipping is Great Britain's
own foreign trade, and the fact that in recent years,
when economically things have been difficult, British
shipping companies have nevertheless been able to
get along comparatively well without any direct
government subsidies is largely due to Great Britain's
permanently large volume of imports, the lion's share
of which is still carried in British ships.
In 1936 the carrying of goods between the various
countries of the British Empire was carried out almost
exclusively by British ships. Only about 7 per cent, of
the goods purchased by Great Britain in the Empire
were brought back on foreign vessels, and the cor-
responding percentage of goods exported by Great
Britain to the Empire in foreign vessels was negligible.
Thus British shipping would not have much more to
expect from trade between Great Britain and the
Empire even if a law were introduced to compel the
carrying of British goods between the Empire in
British ships.
The situation with regard to British trade with
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